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March 5, 2026

Dear Chairman Guthrie, Ranking Member Pallone, and members of the House Committee on Energy and
Commerce,

We, the undersigned coalition of child advocacy organizations, formally endorse the App Store
Accountability Act and respectfully urge your support during the upcoming committee markup.

Parents want to keep their children safe, but they are battling a broken system. As the gatekeepers to the
digital world, app stores have allowed children to download apps with potentially inappropriate content
without their parents ever knowing. In the process, children are able to agree to complex contracts that
grant sweeping access to their microphone, exact location, browsing history, and more.

The App Store Accountability Act is the right approach to protect kids online. Recognizing that minors
should not agree to binding contracts with billion-dollar companies, this legislation would require secure,
privacy-preserving age verification at the app-store level, by leveraging existing data management and
privacy mechanisms. It would also give parents a clear way to review and manage the apps their kids can
access and ensure accurate age-rating information so they can make informed choices about which
platforms are appropriate.

Importantly, the App Store Accountability Act accomplishes the goal of protecting children online in a
content-neutral manner that does not encroach constitutional rights to free speech and privacy.

This privacy-preserving child safety measure has overwhelming, bipartisan support from parents. A
national poll by the Digital Childhood Alliance found that 88% of parents nationwide want app stores to
require parental approval before minors can download any app. Support for the App Store Accountability
Act crosses party lines, with 86% of Republicans and 80% of Democrats in support. Notably, additional
polling data shows that support drops sharply when parental approval is removed or when age verification
relies solely on self-reported ages, like in other bills like the inferior Parents Over Platforms Act (POPA).

The bipartisan momentum for the App Store Accountability Act continues to grow. Last month, Alabama
signed this bill into law after passing the legislature unanimously. Four states have already signed the App
Store Accountability Act into law, and more than a dozen additional states are considering the bill this
session. The time is now for Congress to step up to protect every child across the country and hold app
marketplaces accountable by passing the App Store Accountability Act.

Additionally, we encourage a more narrowly tailored preemption clause within the bill and urge you to
push this legislation forward in Congress.

Thank you for your commitment to making our digital world safer for children and more manageable for
parents. We continue to passionately support this bill and are available to assist in any means necessary to
ensure the App Store Accountability Act becomes law.

Sincerely,

Digital Childhood Alliance


https://www.digitalchildhoodalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/DCA-National-Poll-Memo_ASAA-5-1-25.pdf
https://allvanza.org/allvanzas-statements-national-poll-overwhelming-majority-of-parents-support-app-store-accountability-act-provisions/
https://allvanza.org/allvanzas-statements-national-poll-overwhelming-majority-of-parents-support-app-store-accountability-act-provisions/
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